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PROGRAM 

 
 
The Start of Something New           Brian Reed (b. 1995) 

 
 

Stormy Weather         Harold Arlen (1905 – 1986) 
    Ted Koehler (1894 – 1973) 
 
 

Sherry and Sage                        Brian Reed 
 
 
Kahlua               Brian Reed 
 
 
Commotion         Jomei Greer (b. 2002) 
 
 
In a Sentimental Mood               Duke Ellington (1899 – 1974) 
 
 
Footprints                Wayne Shorter (1933 – 2023) 
 
 
Worries               Brian Reed 
 
 
Pentatonic Bliss              Brian Reed 
 
 
Mack Anthem              Doug Leibinger (b. 1968) 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
PROGRAM NOTES 

 
The Start of Something New 

The melody for this tune was inspired by a lofi beat shown to me by my brother, 
Nathan. I would blast the song in my car and sing this melody along to it. I had 

this melody in my head for many years until just a few months ago, it became this 
tune. 

  
Stormy Weather 

This has always been one of my favorite jazz standards, and it holds a special 
place in my heart. I sang this song in my audition for Jazz Choir during my senior 

year of high school. 
  

Sherry and Sage 
This tune was inspired by a very special someone who’s name very closely 

resembles this title. This melody came to me during the time when we first met, 
and I think it represents the joy and excitement of new love very well. 

  
Kahlua 

My cat named Kahlua inspired this tune! I would sing the main fragment of this 
melody to her when she was a kitten, and now years later, through the magic of 

Jazz Composition class with Doug, this too became a tune. 
  

Commotion 
This is a tune that was just composed a few weeks ago, but it feels like one that’s 

been around forever. Jomei never ceases to amaze me, and Commotion is no 
exception. It is one of the coolest tunes I have ever heard. 

  
In a Sentimental Mood 

Duke Ellington wrote “In a Sentimental Mood” in 1935 and to me this tune has 
one of the most beautiful melodies ever conceived. I love ballads, and there are a 

lot of good ones out there, but I think this one takes the cake as my all-time 
favorite. 

  
Footprints 

This has always been one of me, Jomei, and Eli’s favorite tunes to jam on, so I 
knew it had to be included in my recital. With Wayne Shorter just passing away in 

March, this tune has gained an even deeper meaning, as a tribute. 
  

Worries / Pentatonic Bliss 
As you may notice when hearing these two songs back-to-back, Pentatonic Bliss is 
a jazz composition based on the ending part of the song Worries. I just took those 
chords and that little melody and ran with it. To me, it was extremely special and 



 
organic how Pentatonic Bliss came to be, and because of that, it is one of my 

favorite musical creations. 
  

Mack Anthem 
Among Doug’s many talents, writing absolute bangers is one of them. It’s been 

such a joy getting to play Doug’s compositions and arrangements in Jazz 
Orchestra each semester, and I knew I had to include at least one Doug tune in 
my recital. Originally known as Tuney McTuneface, Mack Anthem has been a 

favorite amongst all of us here in the band, and with its epic nature, I felt it was 
the perfect way to end my set. 
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